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'Excerpt  from  The  Japan  Advertiser,  15  September  1940' 


ARIMA  GIVES  VIEWS  ON  NEW  STRUCTURE 


Prospect ive  Leader  of  Central  Agency  BolieveB 
It  Will  Function  Better  Than  Diet 


Declaring  that  the  parliamentary  system  in  Japan  has  been  a  dismal 
failure  insofar  as  expression  of  the  popular  will  is  concerned.  Count 
Yerlyasq  Arima,  Member  of  the  House  of  Peers  and  chairman  of  the 
preparatory  commission  for  the  establishment  of  new  national  structure, 
told  the  Nichi  Nichi  during  an  interview  Friday  evening  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  structure  will  be  one  in  which  full  scope  will  be  given  to 
the  popular  will. 

Count  ARIMA' s  views  are  significant,  according  to  the  newspaper, 
considering  the  fact  that  the  formor  Agriculture  and  Foresty  Minister 
is  in  line  for  appointment  as  director  of  the  central  headquarters  of 
the  new  structure.  His  remarks  are  quoted  by  the  Nichi  NichLas  follows! 

"The  projected  organization  of  the  people  will  embrace  all  pro¬ 
fessional  and  cultural  organizations  in  the  country.  Regionally,  it 
will  include  all  organizations  in  every  prefecture,  city,  town  and 
village.  The  work  of  establishing  a  structure  which  will  permit  the 
people  to  acquaint  the  Government  authorities  with  their  wishes  bristles 
with  difficulties.  The  Diet  system,  as  practiced  in  the  past,  has 
been  a  complete  failure  as  an  arrangement  for  the  ventilation  of  the 
will  of  the  people.  The  new  structure  movement  is  an  attempt  to  remove 
the  accumulated  evils  of  Government  by  a  majority  vote  and  fashion 
a  system  under  which  all  subjects  of  the  Emperor  will  be  enabled  to 
assist  His  Majesty  in  the  conduct  of  national  affairs.  Under  the  new 
system,  the  Government,  the  Diet  or  the  central  headquarters  of  the 
new  national  structure  will  indicate  the  direction  in  which  the  people 
should  tread,  with  a  view  to  achieving  a  condition  under  which  the 
people  will  act  as  one  man  in  tiding  over  the  situation  confronting 
the  country." 

Since  word  has  gotten  around  that  Count  ARIMA  likely  will  become 
either  vice-president  of  the  new  structure  movement  or  director  Of  its 
centred  headquarters,  realtors  have  been  approaching  him  with  offers 
to  sell  or  rent  offices  to  house  the  new  structure  and  its  many  sub-i 
sidiary  agencies,  according  to  the  Kokumin. 

"Such  offers  are  pouring  in  on  me  every  day,"  Count  ARIMA  told 
a  Kokumin  reporter.  "The  owners  ofaefctain  department  stores  have 
offered  to  lease  their  buildings  for  use  by  the  national  movement. 

A  man  came  to  me  the  other  day  with  a  proposal  that  the  national 
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movement  lease  the  Mimatsu  building  In  Hlblya.  I  was  Interested  In 
his  proposition.  I\irther  Inquiry  revealed,  however,  the  the  new 
structure  would  be  obliged  to  act  as  agent  for  the  insurance  comp  Any 
which  owns  the  building.  It  so  happens  that  the  Insurance  business 
is  one  of  my  weak  points. H 
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